
Character scenarios are a good way to think of how your character would react to certain 
situations. Scenarios add depth to your cast in a way that can’t always be created in character 
questionnaires and other tools. 

Not all of these scenarios will be applicable to your character’s world or setting, so feel free to 
switch it up a little bit (e.g. swap gun with crossbow, bus with space-gizmo taxi). Just make sure your 
changes to the question are clear so that when you go back later for reference you don’t get 
confused. 

Scenarios: 

Your character is in a bus and an old man asks for some of his blood or else he will die. Does 
your character go to the hospital with him to give him blood or not? (Note: make sure it is not you 
making this decision. It is your character, as with all these questions.) 

Your character’s romantic partner holds a gun up to his head and says s/he going to kill him in 
revenge for how many times your character has let him/her down. What is your characters last 
words? 

Your character has to try to convince his best friend to move to Hawaii with him. How does 
this conversation ensue? 

Your character has to choose between the lives of 100 innocent people or his five best friends 
and romantic partner. Who does he choose to live?  

Your character has just crashed his mom’s car. How does he explain it (apology, excuses, etc.)? 

If he was stranded on a desert island, what would he want to have with him, limited to five 
items. 

If someone said a bad joke, would he laugh anyway or be honest and say it was a bad joke? 

If he broke a bone, would he hold it together or cry? 

If he found a gun in the trunk of her car, how would she react? 

Your character has a heap of work to do in the morning. Does he set an alarm or plan to put it 
off until the afternoon so he can sleep in? 

As a child, your character’s parents wants him to learn a musical instrument. Which does he 
choose? 

Your character had been on a strict vegetable diet for the last month only because he hasn’t 
kept any junk in the house. However, he’s invited to his best friend’s house for dinner and notices his 
favorite dessert is on the table. He knows his friend made/bought it just for him. Does he eat it to be 
polite or skip it and hope his friend doesn’t notice in the name of his diet? 

Your character goes to the Caribbean for vacation. The weather is terrible all week. However, 
at the end of the week on the day of his departure, he notices that the weather forecast is looking up 
for the next few days. He knows he should take the flight home and get a headstart on this big 
important job assignment he has to have done by the end of the new week, but he really wants to 



stay just one more day in the good weather. Besides, one day out of seven isn’t going to make much a 
difference, right? Does your character go home and start on the job or not? 

Take the above situation and give him a romantic partner begging for him to stay and enjoy 
the vacation a little longer with her. But instead of a whole week he has only three days to get the 
work done. Does he choose to stay or drag he and his partner home? 

Your character is taken hostage by the antagonist of your story and is offered life, as long as 
he gives up his efforts to complete his mission. Does he choose life or death? (In other words, would 
he rather live or sacrifice himself for the cause?) 

Your character is in a room with two baskets. In one is a hunk of cheese. In the other is a knife 
with a blade the length of his forearm. A lady’s voice is saying, “Choose.” Which does he choose? 
(Note: he is not allowed to be Divergent.) 

 

 
 


